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children, and themselves, and stop running 
after imported goods... . . : s 

Raise flax, brethren. There is no place in 
the world where flax and hemp will grow 
better than they will here, though they will 
not do well in every locality. Hunt out places 
and soil most suitable for flax and hemp, and 
there let them be grown; also raise and take 
care of sheep. It is thought by some that this 
country is unhealthy for sheep, but it is not. 
There is not a climate nor soil better adapted 
to sheep raising than are these mountains. 
Some may think that other countries are bet- 
ter, but they are not, so far as I am ac- 
quainted..... . 

You know that we all profess to believe the 
“Word of wisdom.” There has been a great 
deal said about it, more in former than in 
latter years. We, as Latter Day Saints, care 
but little about tobacco, but, as “Mormons,” 
we use a vast quantity of it; as Saints, we 
use but little; as “Mormons,” we use a great 
deal. How much do you suppose goes annually 
from this Territory, and has for ten or twelve 
years past, in gold and silver to supply the 
people with tobacco? I will say $60,000. 
William H. Hooper, our delegate in Congress, 
came here in 1849, and during eight years he 
was selling goods, his sales for tobacco alone 
amounted to over $28,000 a year; at the same 
time there were other stores that sold their 
share and drew their share of the money ex- 
pended yearly, besides what has been brought 
in by the keg, and by the half keg; the traders 
and passing emigration have sold tons of to- 
bacco, besides what is sold here regularly; I 
say that $60,000 annually is the smallest figure 
I can estimate the sales at. Tobacco can be 
raised here as well as it can be raised in 
any other place. It wants attention and care. 
If we use it, let us raise it here. I recom- 
mend for some man to go to raising tobacco; 
one man, who came here last fall, is going to 
do so, and if he is diligent he will raise quite 
a quantity. I want to see some man go to 
and make a business of raising tobacco, and 
stop sending money out of the Territory for 
that article... .. 

I will now speak a little in regard to people’s 
making themselves happy. We heard some- 
thing upon that subject to-day and yesterday; 
and we freqeuntly hear people preaching about 
heaven, paradise, and zion, and if there is a 
comfort, a felicity and good feeling, I want 
to say a few words about them, and I shall 
begin upon the doctrine that is so much be- 
loved by saint and sinner, and that is the 
plurality of women. The Saints like a plural- 
ity of wives, and the sinners like a plurality of 
men and women. I will say to the sisters 
that I have heard but very few women and 
not a great many men ever talk sensibly upon 
the plurality of wives. When they begin to 
talk about it, they exhibit, almost without an 
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we to appeal to passions of the people, we 
would promote the doctrine of a plurality of 
men and of women. But when we address 
ourselves to the Saints of the Most High God, 
it is very different, and in a different light; 
it is for my sisters to be mothers of holymen 
and holy women; to receive and conceive in 
the name and by the power of the Holy Ghost; 
to bring forth their fruits to the praise and 
honor of the God of heaven. But what are 
the people doing here? “I want another wife,” 
and, almost universally, passion is exhibited 
instead of principle. 

If the plurality of wives is to pander to the 
low passions of men and women, the sooner 
it is abolished the better. “How far would 
you go in abolishing it?” I would say, if 
the Lord should reveal that it is his will to 
go so far as to become a shaking Quaker, 
amen to it, and let the sexes have no connec- 
tion. If so far as for a man to have but one 
wife, let it be so. The word and will of the — 
Lord is what I want—the will and mind of 
God. He has revealed his mind and will, 
The time is coming when the Lord is going te 
raise up a holy nation; he will bring up a 
royal Priesthood upon the earth, and he hag 
introduced a plurality of wives for that ex ~ 
press purpose, and not to gratify lustful pas. 
sion in the least. I would rather take my 
valise in my hand to-day, and never see & 
wife or a child again, and preach the go 
until I go into the grave, than to live as I 
unless God commands it. I never entered int 
the order of plurality of wives to gratify 
passion. And were I now asked whether I de 
sired xnd_ wanted another wife, my rep 
would te, it should be one by whom the Spizi 
will bring forth noble children. I am alm 
sixty years old, and if I now live for pass 
I pray the Lord Almighty to take my 
from the earth,.... - E 

How will you be happy? Love the Gi 
more than the gift. Delight yourselves in y 
duties, mothers. Here are the middle’ 
and the young. I am now almost daily s 
young girls to men of age and expe! 
love your duties, sisters. Are you seali 
a good man? “Yes, to a man of God.” 
for you to bear fruit and bring forth, to 
praise of God, the spirits that are born 
yonder heavens and are to take taberni 
on the earth. You have the privilege of for 
ing tabernacles for those spirits, ins 
their being brought into this wicked 
that God may have a royal Priesthood—a 
people on the earth. That is what plu 
of wives is for, and not to gratify lustful 
sires. Sisters, do you wish to make ¥0 
selves happy? Then what is your duty? 
is for you to bear children, in the name 0 
Lord, that are full of faith and the po 
God. To receive, conceive, bear, and 
forth in the name of Israel’s God, 
mav have the honor of being the mo! 


» of our Father and God. 


great and good men—of kings, princes, and 
potentates, that shail yet live on the earth 
and govern and control the nations. Do you 
look forward to that? Or are you tormenting 
yourselves by thinking that your husbands do 
not love you? I would not care whether they 
loved a particle or not, but I would cry out, 
like one of old, in the joy of my heart, “I 
have got a man from the Lord,” “Hallelujah, 
I am a mother, I have borne an image of 
God.” Let your prayers ascend to God, and 
that continually, that he will overshadow the 
child by the power of the Holy Ghost before 
and after its birth, that the Holy Ghost may 
attend it continually. The mother should in- 
quire what her duty is. It is to teach her 
children holiness, prayer to God, and to trust 
in Him. Teach them the holy religion, and the 
commandments that are calculated to sanctify 
the people and bring them into the presence 
But no, too often it 
is passion. “If my passion is served, 1 am 
in heaven.” The fire will have to burn them 
up. We must live by principle, and if we 
do we shall attain to perfection—to being 
crowned with crowns of glory, immortality, 
and eternal lives. I would rather be purified 
here, than to live ten thousand years to attain 
the same point in another existence. The man 
that enters into this order by the prompting 
of passion, and not with a view to honor God 
and carry out his purposes, the curse of God 
will rest upon him, and that which he seems 
to have will be taken from him and given to 
those that act according to principle. Re- 
member it. 

The world cries out against this obnoxious 
doctrine, that I should have more wives than 
one. And what would they do? Destroy the 
virtue of every woman in this community, if 
they had the power. What do they care about 
virtue? With comparatively few exceptions, 
no more than do the devils in hell. Most of 
the officers who have been sent here, would 
have defiled every bed in this Territory, had 
they have had the power. Tell about this 
doctrine’s being obnoxious to their delicate 
feelings! Yes, it is, in one sense: it keeps 
them at bay; it is hell to them; it is burning 
them up; and I say they may burn up; and 
they will. 

Elders of Israel, have you entered into the 
doctrine that has been revealed, through pas- 
Sion. “If you have, you will find that that 
course will take that which you seem to have, 
and the Lord will say, “let this man, that 
Man, or the other man go, for he has acted 
0n. passion and not on principle; take that 
which he seems to have and give it to him that 


has been faithful with the five, the two, three, 
or~the one talent.” 


That is the way it will 
be, by and by. 
Sisters, do not ask whether you can make 


_ Yourselves happy, but whether you can do 
We 


Your husband’s will, if he is a good man... . . 
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WAR BETWEEN THE CHEYENNES AND 


SHOSHONE INDIANS, 


We are informed by Messrs. Blair & Hicks, 
of Cache county, now in this city, that Wa. 
shekeik, the principal sachem of the Shoshone 
tribe of Indians, is, or was recently, at Bear 
River Lake assembling his warriors to make 
fight with the Cheyennes, who not long since 
fell upon a party of his tribe on the Sweet 
Water or in that vicinity and killed several 
warriors, among whom was Washekeik’s son 
and three lesser chiefs, which had greatly en- 
raged the Shoshones, and it was the intention 
of Washekeik and his braves to give the Chey- 
ennes a good fight the first favorable oppor- 
tunity. .... 

The Bannocks have also been solicited by 
Washekeik to join him and assist in fighting 
the Cheyennes and driving them back to their 
own country. .... 


The L. D. S, Millennial Star, No. 35, Vol. 
XXII, August 31, 1861 
(Extract of a letter from Elder Clayton.) 


G. S. L. City, July 16, 1861. 
President Cannon. : 


Dear Brother,—To-day comme _the sale 
of all the Government property at Camp 
Floyd, by auction,—buildings, grain, hay, and 


everything except arms and ammunition, sol- 
diers’ clothing, and wagons and teams. 
They will move away for the States within 
two weeks, and thus end the great Buchanan 
Utah Expedition, costing the Government mil- 
lions, and accomplishing nothing, except mak- 
ing many of the Saints comparatively rich, 
and improving the circumstances of most of 
the people of Utah. You may well believe 
that merchants and speculators look blue and 
gloomy enough, and the true Saints feel well 
in proportion; while some, who think more 
of money and riches than they do of eternal 
life, feel nearly as bad as Gentiles. 

Last week the first telegraph pole was 
raised in the city, and they are now upon the 
western route, a considerable distance on the 
State road. The daily mail is in full opera- 
tion; passengers pass through nearly every 
day for California and the States, and things 
generally look lively and very good. Crops 
never looked better. Farmers are in the midst 
of harvest; but it is feared much grain will 
be wasted for want of labourers. Cradlemen 
are asking three-and-a-half bushels of wheat 
per day for cutting grain, and we see very 
few indeed loafing in the streets, The Cali- 
fornia emigration which has gone through this 
season has been heavy, and nearly all appear 
to be wealthy farmers. The trouble in the 
States is the chief cause, which is indeed bad; 
but it is only just commencing: they will have 
enough of it by-and-by..... 


As ever, your friend and brother, 
‘fous: ahe Re 
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raising tobacco, and stop sending money out of the Territory for that 
article. 
SALE AT CAMP FLOYD 

In May, 1861 Governor Alfred Cumming and his wife, both of 
whom had won the love and esteem of the people of Utah, left 
great Salt Lake City never expecting to return. The Deseret News 
announced their departure. He had been true to his trust and as 
the first Territorial Governor of Utah had dealt fairly with the 
people whom he had been sent to govern, While most of John- 
ston’s army was stationed at Camp Floyd, which name had been 
changed to Camp Crittenden, the remainder of the army was 
ordered to the states to participate in the Civil War. The order 

given to destroy the military post, but before the evacuation public 
sales of provisions, clothing, mac hinery, etc., were announce and 
many of the Saints living in adjoining towns traveled to the Fort to 
purchase the valuable supplies which were sold _by auction. The 
pioneers reported buying flour, bacon, groceries of all kinds, hard- 
ware, carpenter tools, blacksmith te harness, mul , medi- 
cal supplies and all kinds of cloth Flour was sold for 52¢ per 
sack of 100 pounds, for which the government had p: $28.40, 
According to Tullidge’s, History of Utah, dent_ Young sent 
his business manager, H. B, Clawson to purchase al kinds of supplies. 

“He bought about $40,000 worth, among which was the gov- 
ernment safe, where had been deposited $80,000 in gold, which the 
government had freighted to Camp Floyd by ox team, But the 
most historical article was the flagstaff, which was transplanted 
from Camp Floyd to the brow of the hill on the east of Brigham’s 
mansion, where it stood for many years. 

“During the sale Mr. Clawson, in his position of ex-Governor 
Young's business manager, became familiarly acquainted with Quar- 
termaster Col. E. H. Crossman and other off , to which he extended 
a courteous invitation to visit President Young before their depar- 
ture from the Territory. They politely accepted and seized the 
opportunity to present to the Founder of Utah the flagstaff which 
had borne aloft the national banner at Camp Floyd. At such 
a moment of secession, the gift was a magnificent compliment to the 
ex-Governor and indeed to the Mormon people also; but Philip St. 
George Cooke, tht commander of the Mormon Battalion, + in 
command after the departure of General Johnston and perhap he 
and others of the officers had revised their views of the “U 
“rebellion.” After the sales were over, the arms and ammunition 
were taken to a distance and piled up in pyramids; long trains of 
powder were then properly arranged and at a given signal the 
fuses were touched and the work of destruction accomplished. Sev- 
eral pieces of ordnance that could not be exploded were consigned to 
deep wells, but it is said that they were recovered and that they have 
often since done good service in the celebration of the Fourth of 
July in honor of the national birth and of the twenty-fourth of July 


THey CaME IN 186i 


in honor of the arrival of the pioncers into these valleys and the 
founding of Great Salt Lake City. In the early autumn of 1861 
the troops marched Eastward and thus ended the famous Utah expedi- 
tion.” i ramema: ee 


G. S. L. City, July 16, 1861 
President Cannon. 

Dear Brather—Toda 
ernment properly at Camf 
hay, and everything except arms and ammunition, soldiers cloth- 
ing and wagons and ms, They will move 
States within two weeks and thus end the great 
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p Floyd, by auction—buildings, grain, 
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of the Saints comparatively 
tances of most of the people of 

; that merchants and speculators 
look blue and gloomy enon and the true Saints feel well in 
proportion; while some, who think more of money and riches 
than they do of eternal life feel nearly as bad as Gentiles. Last 
week the first telegraph pole was raised in the city, and they are 
now upon the western route, a considerable di e on the State 
road, The daily mail is in full operation; passengers pass through 
nearly every day for California and the States, and things gen- 
erally look lively and very good. Crops never looked better. 
Farmers are in the midst of harvest but it is feared much grain 
will be wasted for want of labourers. Cradlemen are asking 
3Y/y bushels of wheat per day for cutting grain and we see 
very few indeed loafing in the streets. The California emigra- 
tion which has gone through this season has been heavy, and 
nearly all appear to be wealthy farmers, @l he trouble in the States 
is the chief cause, which is indeed bad; but it is only just com- 
mencing; they will have enough of it and by, As ever your 
friend and brother, 
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THE SALT LAKE THEATRE 

In July of 1861, excavations began on the corner of 1st South 
and State street, thus beginning the building of the Great Salt Lake 
Theatre. William H. Folsom was the architect and Hiram B. Claw- 
son was manager of construction, At this time it was the largest 
building ever erected by the Mormons in Utah. 

As an entire chapter will be presented later on the Salt Lake 
Theatre, suffice it to say that “Uncle Sam’s auction” at Camp Floyd 
furnished the nucleus of the funds which built this great theatre. 
It was completed for temporaty use March 5, 1862 and proved to 
be the most cultural playhouse west of the Mississippi river. 
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settlement, of course, was at Heber City, but there were also two small There a@Cvess ener lef County 
settlements along the Snake Creek, a number of families at Center | 

Creek, some at Charleston, some in Round Valley or Wallsburg, a F 

small cluster of houses at the Sessions spring and a few at a sheep ranch Up Thru re Yo Canyon 

of Melvin Ross, afterwards known as Hailstone’s Ranch, about eight ‘ 

miles north of Heber. \ 

The first county road was established on March 3, 1862, and com- 
menced at the Provo River below Manning's (southwest of the town of 
Charleston) and ran in a northerly direction following the old immigrant 
trail through the valley, passing by Melvin Ross’ ranch and terminating 
at the northern boundary of the county known then as the Ross Summit. 

Another county road was established April 26, 1862 and ran between 
Heber City and Center Creek and on to a sawmill in Center Creek 
Canyon, 

Four school districts were also designated in April, 1862. They 
were district No. 1 to include Heber City: No. 2 at the Center Creek 
settlement; No. 3, the lower settlement on Snake Creek and No. 4 the 
upper Snake Creek settlement, 

The first valuation of property for the county took place in 1862, and 
according to the report of John Harvey, assessor and collector, the 
property value in the valley was $48,350, 

Spring came late in 1862 and it was May 4 before any plowing could 
be done in the valley. The Church leaders who went to Salt Lake City 
for general conference sessions in April had to travel on snowshoes to 
get through the more than four feet of snow still on the ground. 


| 
Early in 1862 John H. Van Wagoner finished building a gristmill A 
at Snake Creek's lower settlement. Even though there was no way to j 
separate the smut from the wheat and some of the flour made was very 
dark, the people were still glad for this added improvement. At times | 
that year the river was so high people couldn't get across to the mill. | 
However, Henry McMullin, a ship builder from Maine, built a boat 


and the grist was taken back and forth on the boat. It was this same 


Mr. McMullin that built the first sawmill in the valley. It was owned 
by William M. Wall and James Adams and located in Center Creek 
Canyon. 

Until the sawmill was built, people had used hand-prepared timber | 


for all their furniture and other needs. Now with cut lumber available | 
the rough furniture was quickly discarded. $b 
a arr Many of the people were able to obtain good wagons from the | 


soldiers in 


\ 


Johnston's Army. The army had camped near Utah Lake 
apt until the outbreak of the Civil War in the East. They were summoned 
| $& to return to the Northern Army's camps and so they sold some of their | 


wagons and their supplies very cheaply rather than carry them back 
_east. Many in Wasatch County obtained the wagons as the troops 


passed through the valley on their eastern trip. 
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nearly everyone to have a few sheep to furnish wool for spinning and 
weaving into a cloth called “jean.” 

Production of the cloth was laborious. After the wool was sheared 
from the sheep it had to be washed and scoured, carded by hand into 
spools and then spun into yarn. If coloring was desired. tag alder. rabbit 
brush and indigo were used. 

William Aird was the first community weaver, and received the yarn 
from the people for weaving. The wool had to be mixed with cotton yarn 
for warp to make the “jean” cloth. Practically everyone wore clothing 

sade from this type of cloth. 

Additional Church organization occurred in 1861 w hen John Young. 

prother of President Brigham Young, came to Heber and organized 
the first High Priests Quorum. Elisha Averett was sustained as presi- 
dent of the quorum. He moved away in less than a year and John M. 
Murdock was appointed. Counselors were Thomas Todd and John 
Jordan with William Aird as clerk. 

Up until this time in the valley's history there were two counties 
that claimed the Wasatch land. Utah County included the southern 
area of the valley and the northern part was !n Salt Lake County. The 
dividing line ran through the valley about one mile south of Heber. The 
present cities of Heber and Midway were in Salt Lake County 

Early in 1862 the U. S. government created the Territory of Nevada 
out of the western part of the Territory of Utah. This made it necessary 
to revise some of the county lines in the remaining Utah area and the 
Territorial Legislature created 17 new counties In the state, one of them 
being Wasatch County. 

The new county was bounded on the west by the 
Wasatch Range. on the north by Summit County. on the east by the ter- 
ritoria! line between Utah and Colorado and on the south by Sanpete 
County. 

A later legislative act described the county boundaries as follows: 

Ail of that portion of the territory bounded on the south by Utah 
and Sanpete Counties, west by Utah and Great Salt Lake Counties. north 
by the summit of the range of mountains south of the headwaters of the 
East canyon and Silver Creek, following said summit to the point where 
the road leading to Great Salt Lake City and Rhode's Valley crosses, 
thence south to the Provo River at the high bluff below Goddards’ ranch 
thence along the channel of said river to its head waters. thence easter! 
to the summit of the range of mountains north of Uintah Valley. thenc 
along the last named summit and south to Brown's hole to the 32n 
meridian west from Washington City and east by said meridian, i 
hereby made and named Wasatch County with county seat at Heb 
City.” 

It is believed that the Goddard's ranch mentioned is the presen! 
O'Driscol ranch situated on the north side of the Provo River at the low 
end of Kamas Valley. 


summit of the 


was ' 
si bain the first sheriff of the county 
; ; 
parable to that of county commissioner today. 


which tim i 
e many important events transpired in the county 


the tim 
is eae 
of county organization was over 1,000 persons 
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With the establish 
shment of a county, officer 

<cyuerieiiteh : unty, cers were ne 
seas el pa ee John W. Witt was elected panies *s ad- 
le egislature and on February 22. 1862 he conlipcted th i! tie 
sess county court. The minute. of the first meeting are as ; i 
g s follows: 


REPORT OF THE COUNTY CO 
URT OF WAS 4 
IN THE TERRITORY OF uray i 


Special Term 
John W. Witt, Presiding 


The judge organized th 
fice Th ¢ e county court by appointing th i 
° a pret eg James hog and John H. Van nN nanie, pe pi 
: t proceeded to appoint Jol y ie 4 
sllector; Snelling M. Johnson, sheriff; John Me Heit omen John 
. . surer; John 


Sossions, surve . 2 : 
The ae Oe Giles, superintendent of common schools 
All that portio +. ed the county into precincts as follows: 
n of country on the east side of Provo River hereb 
y 


declared i 
oe Fig aig “ all that portion of Provo valley on the w 
seas ea a shall be called precinct No. 2. The court then oe 
sey Ms eter ih precinct officers: Thos. Aarban, justice of en 
alte ae 0. 1; Zemira Palmer, constable. Norton Jac igs 
— An ace for precinct No, 2; Sidney Epperson, constabl pal 
Court adjourned until the first Monday in March 1ex mae 
Judges fees ore 


Selectmen : $3.00 
Clerks ....... . “ee 
6) ee 
(signed) 
J. W. WITT 
Judge 
THOMAS TODD 
Selectman 
CHAS. SHELTON 
Clerk 


When th 
eo e names of county officials were presented to Brigh 
pati on: i . ernor of the territory, the name of John Hamilto : “ie 
hat of Snelling M. Johnson as sheriff, so Mr. H : tion 
‘ ‘ - Hamilton 


: The position of selectman 
ohn W. Witt's s j 

itt’s term as probate judge continued until 1888, during 

Accordin z 

g to John Crook's journal the population in the valley at 
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Community life was well develo 

perity and growth planted so w 
already beginning to bear fruit. 


settlement, of course, was at Heber City. but there were also two small 
settlements along the Snake Creek, a number of families at Center 
Creek, some at Charleston, some in Round Valley or Wallsburg. a2 
small cluster of houses at the Sessions spring and a few ata sheep ranch 
of Melvin Ross. afterwards known as Hailstone’s Ranch, about eight 
miles north of Heber. : 

The first county road was established on March 3, 1862, and com- 
menced at the Provo River below Manning's (southwest of the town of 
Charleston) and ran ina northerly direction following the old immigrant 
trail through the valley, passing by Melvin Ross’ ranch and terminating 
at the northern boundary of the county known then as the Ross Summit. 

Another county road was established April 26, 1862 and ran between 
Heber City and Center Creek and on to a sawmill in Center Creek 
Canyon. 

Four school districts were also designated in April, 1862. They 
were district No. 1 to include Heber City; No. 2 at the Center Creek 
settlement; No. 3, the lower settlement on Snake Creek and No. 4 the 
upper Snake Creek settlement. 

The first valuation of property for the county took place in 1862, and 
according to the report of John Harvey, assessor and collector, the 
property value in the valley was $48.350. 

Spring came late in 1862 and it was May 4 before any plowing could 
be done in the valley. The Church leaders who went to Salt Lake City 
for general conference sessions in April had to travel on snowshoes to 
get through the more than four feet of snow still on the ground, 

Early in 1862 John H. Van Wagoner finished building a gristmill” 
at Snake Creek's lower settlement. Even though there was no way to 
separate the smut from the wheat and some of the flour made was very 
dark, the people were still glad for this added improvement. At times 
that year the river was so high people couldn't get across to the mill. 
However, Henry McMullin, a ship builder from Maine, built a boa’ 
and the grist was taken back and forth on the boat. It was this same 
Mr. McMullin that built the first sawmill in the valley. It was owned 
by William M. Wall and James Adams and located in Center Cree 
Canyon. 

Until the sawmill was built, people had used hand-prepared timber 
for all their furniture and other needs. Now with cut lumber availabl 
the rough furniture was quickly discarded. 

Many of the people were able to obtain good wagons from_ the 
soldiers in_Johnston’s Army. The army had camped near Utah Lake 
until the outbreak of the Civil War in the East. They were summoneé 
to return to the Northern Army's camps and so they sold some of theif 
wagons and_ their supplies. very cheaply rather than carry. them bad 
east. Many in Wasatch County obtained the wagons as the troop 
passed through the valley on their eastern trip. 
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settlement, of course, was at Heber City, but there were also two small 
settlements along the Snake Creek, a number of families at Center 
Creek, some at Charleston, some in Round Valley or Wallsburg. a 
small cluster of houses at the Sessions spring and a few at a sheep ranch 
of Melvin Ross, afterwards known as Hailstone’s Ranch, about eight 
miles north of Heber. 

The first county road was established on March 3, 1862, and com- 
‘menced at the Provo River below Manning's (southwest of the town of 
Charleston) and ran in a northerly direction following the old immigrant 
trail through the valley, passing by Melvin Ross’ ranch and terminating 
at the northern boundary of the county known then as the Ross Summit. 

Another county road was established April 26, 1862 and ran between 
Heber City and Center Creek and on to a sawmill in Center Creek 
Canyon. 

Four school districts were also designated in April, 1862. They 
were district No. 1 to include Heber City; No. 2 at the Center Creek 
settlement; No. 3, the lower settlement on Snake Creek and No. 4 the 
upper Snake Creek settlement. 


The first valuation of property for the county took place in 1862, and 
according to the report of John Harvey, assessor and collector, the 
property value in the valley was $48,350. 

Spring came late in 1862 and it was May 4 before any plowing could 
be done in the valley. The Church leaders who went to Salt Lake City 
for general conference sessions in April had to travel on snowshoes to 
get through the more than four feet of snow still-on the ground. 

Early in 1862 John H. Van Wagoner finished building a gristmill 
at Snake Creek's lower settlement. Even though there was no way to 
separate the smut from the wheat and some of the flour made was very 
dark, the people were still glad for this added improvement, At times 
that year the river was so high people couldn't get across to the mill. 
However, Henry McMullin, a ship builder from Maine, built a boat 
and the grist was taken back and forth on the boat. It was this same 
Mr, McMullin that built the first sawmill in the valley. It was owned 
by William M. Wall and James Adams and located in Center Creek 
Canyon. 

Until the sawmill was built, people had used hand-prepared timber 
for all their furniture and other needs. Now with cut lumber available 
the rough furniture was quickly discarded. 

Many of the people were able to obtain good wagons from the 
soldiers in Johnston's Army. The army had camped near Utah Lake 
until the outbreak of the Civil War in the East. They were summoned 
to return to the Northern Army's camps and so they sold some of their 
wagons and their supplies very cheaply rather than carry them back 
east. Many in Wasatch County obtained the wagons as the troops 
passed through the valley on their eastern trip. 
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settlement, of course, was at Heber City, but there were also two small 
settlements along the Snake Creek, a number of families at Center 
Creek, some at Charleston, some in Round Valley or Wallsburg. a 
small cluster of houses at the Sessions spring and a few at a sheep ranch 
of Melvin Ross, afterwards known as Hailstone’s Ranch, about eight 
miles north of Heber. 

The first county road was established on March 3, 1862, and com- 
‘menced at the Provo River below Manning's (southwest of the town of 
Charleston) and ran in a northerly direction following the old immigrant 
trail through the valley, passing by Melvin Ross’ ranch and terminating 
at the northern boundary of the county known then as the Ross Summit. 

Another county road was established April 26, 1862 and ran between 
Heber City and Center Creek and on to a sawmill in Center Creek 
Canyon. 

Four school districts were also designated in April, 1862. They 
were district No. 1 to include Heber City; No. 2 at the Center Creek 
settlement; No. 3, the lower settlement on Snake Creek and No. 4 the 
upper Snake Creek settlement. 

The first valuation of property for the county took place in 1862, and 
according to the report of John Harvey, assessor and collector, the 
property value in the valley was $48,350. 

Spring came late in 1862 and it was May 4 before any plowing could 
be done in the valley. The Church leaders who went to Salt Lake City 
for general conference sessions in April had to travel on snowshoes to 
get through the more than four feet of snow still on the ground. 

Early in 1862 John H. Van Wagoner finished building a gristmill 
at Snake Creek's lower settlement. Even though there was no way to 
separate the smut from the wheat and some of the flour made was very 
dark, the people were still glad for this added improvement. At times 
that year the river was so high people couldn't get across to the mill. 
However, Henry McMullin, a ship builder from Maine, built a boat 
and the grist was taken back and forth on the boat. It was this same 
Mr. McMullin that built the first sawmill in the valley. It was owned 
by William M. Wall and James Adams and located in Center Creek 
Canyon. 

Until the sawmill was built, people had used hand-prepared timber 
for all their furniture and other needs. Now with cut lumber available 
the rough furniture was quickly discarded. 

Many of the people were able to obtain good wagons from the 
soldiers in Johnston's Army. The army had camped near Utah Lake 
until the outbreak of the Civil War in the East. They were summoned 
to return to the Northern Army's camps and so they sold some of their 
wagons and their supplies very cheaply rather than carry them back 
east. Many in Wasatch County obtained the wagons as the troops 
passed through the valley on their eastern trip. 
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